Music development plan summary:
Laithes Primary School
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Detail Information
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Name of the school music lead Elizabeth Hallas
Name of local music hub Barnsley Music Service

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At Laithes, we follow the national curriculum for music, informed by the model music
curriculum (2021). Our music progression document can be viewed here. All children
are supported to access music. You can see how we support our SEND children in our
policy here.

For most students, learning is supported by the Charanga Model Music Scheme.
Charanga is a progressive program that enables pupils to reflect and build on their
musical knowledge and skills. This scheme is taught from Year 1 to Year 4 and then
again in Year 6. The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides teachers with week-
by-week lesson support for each year group in the school. It provides lesson plans,
assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to
support every lesson. Most year groups access glockenspiels to take part in the
instrumental aspect of the scheme.

EYFS access music through continuous provision and is continually used across the
curriculum to support learning such as songs to aid counting, handwriting and
vocabulary to support Early Learning Goals.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b7f8c40f0b645ba3c4b8a/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Music.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6061f6a3e90e072d94e6f920/Model_Music_Curriculum_Key_Stage_1__2_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6061f6a3e90e072d94e6f920/Model_Music_Curriculum_Key_Stage_1__2_FINAL.pdf
https://www.laithesprimary.com/uploads/1/4/4/1/144157963/music_progression_map.pdf
https://www.laithesprimary.com/send-and-inclusion.html
https://charanga.com/c/1356530-schemes-and-scheme-builder-overview/1370757-english-model-music-curriculum-scheme

Each class receives 1 hour of music a week. In Year 5, children have an instrumental
lesson taught by a specialist member of staff from Barnsley Music Service weekly for 1
hour. This year, they are learning percussion. This builds towards a performance with
other schools at the end of the year.

The children in the Year 1 and the Year 1/2 class receive weekly lessons from the
Barnsley Music Service singing lesson for 1 hour.

Pupils with SEND are able to participate and progress well (supported by technology,
tools and instruments), which enable music lessons to be fully inclusive for all pupils.

We are a partner school with Barnsley Youth Choir which means every class receives
a 45 minute workshop with a specialist tutor in singing once a year.

Part B: Extra-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

This year, there will be a choir offered in Autumn 2 in preparation for a Wicked
Worldwide Singalong in partnership with Young Voices. This will take place weekly
after school and be open to KS2.

There will also be a musical theatre after school club offered in 2026 for KS2 with a
focus on singing and drama.

Both of these clubs are offered free of charge.

Ensembles and lessons can also be accessed through Barnsley Youth Choir and
Barnsley Music Service. These do have a fee. There is a discount for pupil premium
children with Barnsley Music Service.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

There are several opportunities for children to perform or experience music during the
year.

Every year group will perform a harvest festival for parents and carers. This will include
performing songs as an ensemble, spoken word and acting.



https://www.barnsleymusicservice.com/
https://www.barnsleyyouthchoir.org.uk/outreach/school-outreach
https://www.barnsleyyouthchoir.org.uk/
https://www.barnsleymusicservice.com/

Every year group will perform a Christmas pantomime for other children in the school,
children from another school and parents and carers. This will include singing songs as
an ensemble, solos and acting.

Year 6 will perform an end of year performance. This includes songs and sketches they
have written themselves.

Barnsley Sings is scheduled to happen in 2026. This will include a small group from
KS2 learning songs for a specific performance and performing alongside 1500 other
children from around the borough.

Year 5 will take part in a performance of their percussion at Barnsley Metrodome in
front of parents and carers as well as other schools.

Barnsley Music Service provide a concert of professional tutors yearly for all children.

Every child goes to the Pantomime at Barnsley Civic Theatre. This include a
performance of songs, musicians and acting.

A group from KS2 will perform alongside other children online in the Wicked Worldwide
Singalong in January 2026.

A group from the musical theatre after school club for KS2 will perform songs and
sketches they have learnt for the school in 2026.

All of these opportunities are provided free of charge to the children.

Set out what musical experiences are planned for the academic year, including regular
events such as singing in assembly, musical performances, concerts and shows at the
school, and trips to concerts outside of the school.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In the future, we would like to offer more opportunities for ensembles in KS1 and EYFS
out of school time such as after school or as a lunch club as this area of the school
does not have as many opportunities as KS2.

We are also building our partnership with other schools and the community which will
include watching performances of other schools and inviting them to watch us as well
as going and performing to members of the community should as at the nearby Care
Home.

We will also offer more opportunities for instrumental playing. There are numerous
opportunities for singing and children access percussion instruments in most music
lessons as well as from a specialist in Year 5 but we would like to see this increase to
other families of instruments in the future as an after school club.
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